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Some Account of the prefent extenfive and nefarious 
Praitice of couning bafe Money. 


[From a Treatife on the Police of the Metropolis. By a Ma- 
giftrate.] 


HE vaft increafe, and the extenfive circulation of bafe 
money, particularly of late years, is too obvious not to 
have attracted the notice of all ranks of the community, and 
has become an enormous evil, inthe melancholy catalogue of 
crimes which the police of the country is called upon to fup- 
prefs. Its extent almoft exceeds credibility; and the dex- 
terity and ingenuity of thefe criminal people have (after con= 
fiderable practice) enabled them to finifh the different kinds 
of counterfeit money in fo mafterly a manner, that it has be« 
come extremely difficult for the common oblerver to diftinguifh 
the bafe cuin now in circulation from the worn out filver of 
the mint. And fo fyftematic has this nefarious traffic become, 
that the great dealers, who in moft inftances are the employers 
of the coiners, execute orders for the town and country with 
the fame regularity, as other manufacturers in fair branches 
of trade. 

Scarce a waggon, or coach, departs from the metropolis, 
that does not carry boxes and parcels of bafe coin to the camps, 
feaports, at id manufacturing towns, injomuch that the country 
is deluged with counterfeit money. 

In Londo n, regular markets, in various public sl private 


houfes, are held | vy the princ ipal dealers, where hawkers, ped- 
Von } XVII. 684, 2 1, lars, 
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lars, fraudulent horfe dealers, unlicenfed lottery-office keepers, 
gamblers at fairs, itinerant Jews, Irifh labourers, fervants of 
toll gatherers and hackney coach owners, fraudulent publicans, 
niarket women, rabbit fellers, fith criers, barrow women, and 
many who would not be futpe€ted, are regularly fupplied with 
counterfeit copper and filver, with the advantage of nearly 
I0OO per cent. in their favour; and thus it happens that, 
hrouzn thefe various channels, immenfe quantities of bafe 
money get into circulation, while an evident diminution of 
the mint coinage is apparent to every common obferver. 

It is impoliible to reflect on the alternative, to which all 
ranks in fociety are reduced, of receiving and again uttering 
money which is known to be falfe and por ncwer Eh without lae 
menting, that by thus familiarifing the mind to fraud and dee 


ption, the moral principle is cc nfiderably weakencd, if not 









nature of things at prefent, all ranks in fociety muft 
receive bale money, and. being thus cheated, the parties in- 
jured ia this way muft knowingly and wilfully cheat in their 
turn; and it is much to be fearcd, that when this fpecies of 
tiaud becomes tamiliar to young minds, it may extend to other 
tranfactions of life :—The barrier once broke down in one 
part, the moral principle moulders in others, and infinite mil- 
chief is the re lult, tothe very beit interefts of focicty. 

‘To permit, therefore, the exiitence of a filver and copper 
coinege, fuch as is now in circulation, is to tolerate fraud and 
deception in all ranks of the community, to the ultimate lols 
of many individuals 5 for the evil muft terminate at fome pe= 
riod, and then thoufands mult (utier, with this difference, that 
the ionger it coutinucs, the greater will be the lofs of pro- 
perty . 

But the milchief is not confined to the counterfeiting of 
coin, jimilar to that of the realm 3 the avarice and ingenuity 
of mans conitanily finding out new fources of fraud, infos 
‘ hbour- 





much thatin Jondon, and ia Birmingham, and its neigh 


hood, Louis d’Ors, half Johannes, I'rench balf crowns and 








filings, as well as feveral coins of £5; rs and Germany, 
are counterfeited, without any apparent fufpicion, that, by the 
old oblolieie act of the 14th of ‘Eli zabetii, they are guilty of 
iit] of bial i rcato 
Iver is the evil confined to the foreign coins of Europe 
‘yfince a coinage of the ttar pagoda ef Arcot has beea 
c ifhed in London for fome years. “Vhefe counterfeits 
being made wholly of blanched copper, tempered in fuch a 
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manner as exhibit, when ftamped, the cracks in the edges, 
which are always to be found on the real pagoda, coft the 
makers only three half-pence each, after being double gilt. 
When finifhed, they are generally fold to Jews at feven thil- 
lingsa dozen ; and through this medium introduced by a va 
riety of channels to India, where they are mixed with the real 
pagodas of the country, and fold at their full denominated vilue 
of eight fhillings fterling. 

The fequins of Turkey, another gold coin, worth about 
five or fix fhillings, have in like manner been recently coined 
in London: Thus it is that the national character is wounded, 
and the difgrace of the Britith name proclaimed in Afia, and 
even in the moft diftant regions of India; and it cannot be 
fufficiently lamented, that perfons in fuperior ftations of life, 
with fome pretenfions to honour and integrity, have fuffered 
their avarice fo far to get the better of the moral principle, as 
to be concerned in this abominable traffic. 

Difcoveries have been recently made of no lefs than 120 per 
fons in the metropolis and the country, who are employed 
principally in coining and felling bafe money; and this inde- 
pendent of the numerous horde of utterers, who chiefly fup- 
port themfelves by pafling it at its full value. 

It will fcarcely be credited, that of thele criminal people 
who have either been detected, profecuted, or convicted, 
within the laft feven years, there ftands upon the regifter of 
the Solicitor to the Mint, no lefs than 608 names! and yet the 
evil increafes rapidly. And when it is known, that two per- 
fons can finifh from 200). to 300). in bafe filver in fix days, and 
that three pcople, within the fame period, will ftamp the like 
amount in copper ; and when the number of known coiners 
are taken into the calculation, the aggregate, in the courie of 
a year, mult be immenfe !—It certainly exceeds 200,000}, 

The caufes of this enormous evil are, however, ealily de 
veloped. The principal laws relative to counterfeit coin hav- 
ing been made acentury azo, the tricks and devices of modern 
times are not provided for : And when it is conlidered, that 
while the offence of dealing in bafe money (which is the main 
{pring of the evil) is only punifhed by a flight imprifonment, 
that feveral other offences arc not punifhable at all by any 
exifting ftatute, and that the detection of actual coiners, fo as 
to obtain the proof neceflary for conviction required by law, 
is in many initances impracticable, it is not to be wondered, 
where the profit is fo immenfe, with fo many chances of efcap- 
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ing punifhment, that the coinage and traffic in counterfeit 
money has attracted the attention of fo many criminal people, 

It is an evil, however, which may be cured by wife legiflative 
regulations, aided by proper provifions for their due execution, 
under a vigorous and energetic police. 





Some Account of a remarkable Salt Spring, at Birtley, 
in the County of Durham. 


By Mr. GRANGER. 
f i ‘HERE is a very fingular falt {pring at Birtley, and one 


of the greateft arcana of nature, which, like many 
more, wiil never be explored by man, and difplays the wonder- 
ful works of the omnipotentin an eminent degree. It arifes 
at the depth of feventy fathoms, inan engine pit erected tor 
drawing water out of coal mines, at the extremity of a ftone 
drift, drove twohundred yards north-eaft therein, for the pure 
pole of draining the water from the coal-works, and what is 
more extraordinary, {prings only in fuch drift in every direc 
tion, though fuch pit, and every other contiguous thereto, have 
been excavated both above and below it many fathoms, where, 
and when it might naturally have been fuppofed the fame 
{pring would have been found. Its mixing itfelf with the 
freth water inthe fame pit, ‘would have occafioned its ree 
maining totally unnoticed to this day, but for an accident 
which happened to the boiler of the engine foon after its erece 
tion. One morning the bottom of the boiler fuddenly dropt 
out, the engine man amazed thereat, as well he might, in» 
formed the undertakers, who upon examination found it in- 
crufted with a vaft quantity of {trong falt, and the iron tos 
tally corroded. Upon taiting the water, though incorpo- 
rated with immenfe quantities of freth, it was found ex- 
ceedingly brackith and falt, whereupon they explored the 
workings, and found the above-mentioned very valuable fale 
ipting arife in fuch drift only, and which has for thele nine 
years produced, and may for eternity produce 20,000 gallons 
per day, four times ttronger than any fea water whatever, 
therefore it can have no communication with the fea. 

In confequence of which valuable diicovery,a large and exe 
tenfive manufactory of falt has been ettablifhed by a company 
of gentlemen, who, after encountering many difficulties, as 
are ufual at firlt in great fpeculative undertakings, have brought 


it 












































interfeit 
eople, 

siflative 
>cution, 





Birtley, 


nd one 
/ many 
rondere 
t arifes 
ted for 
. ftone 
1¢ pure 
yhat is 
direc 
o, have 
where, 
e fame 
th the 
ts ree 
-cident 
5 erece 
dropt 
nt, in» 
it ine 
on toe 
corpos 
id exe 
od the 
le fale 
fe nine 
zallons 
every 


nd exe 
npany 
eS, as 
‘ought 


it 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 225 


it to very great perfeGtion, of a moft excellent quality, and 
fend it to moft parts of the kingdom. There is a very cone 
fiderable quantity of a ftrong, faline refidium, called bittern, 
to the amount of 20c0 gallons per day; which at prefent is of 
no ufe to the manufactory. It will, therefore, be a very 
neceflary enquiry, whether itcould not be ufed as manure in 
agricultural improvements, 

There is another-very curious falt {pring at Butterby near 
that city, that rifles qut ef a rock in the river Weare, and is 
only vilibleand vificable at very low water. A fmall excae 
vated bafon has been made therein, perhaps many centuries 
ago, but its production is fo trifling, though equally as ftrong 
as that of Birtley, thatthe proprietors have never thought it 
an object worth attending to, and perhaps never will. 

There is every reafon to believe, from fome late chymical 
difcoveries, that anarticle might be manufactured from the 
brine at the Birtley falt-works, and indeed from common fale 
water itfelf, fuperior in quality to Spanith barilla, and which 
can be afforded at a cheaper rate. This is anobje& of very 
great magnitude, the experiments neceflary for afcertaining 
which will be tried without delay. If they anfwer, it would 
be a ftrong additional argument for the abolition of the fale 
tax. 





CHARACTER ¢ th SWEDES. 
[From Mrs. Wollftonecraft’s Letters. ] 


“HE Swedes pique themfelves on their politenefs ; but 
far from being the polith of a cultivated mind, it confifts 
merely of tirefome forms and ceremonies. So far indeed 
from entering immediately into your character, and making 
you feel inftantly at your eafe, like the well-bred French, theie 
over-acted civility is a continual reftraint onall your actions. 
The fort of fuperiority which a fortune gives when there is no 
fuperiority of education, excepting what confifts in the obfer-. 
vance of {cafelefs forms, has a contrary effect than was in-. 
tended; fo that I could not help reckoning the peafantry the 
politeit people of Sweden, who only aiming at pleafing you, 
never think of being admired for their behaviour. 
Their tables, like their compliments, fecm equally a carica- 
ture of the French, ‘The difhes are ccmpofed, as well as 
their’s, of a variciy cf mixtures todeftroy the mative talte of 
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the food, without being as relifhing. Spices and fugar are 
put into every thing, even into the bread; and the only way 
hat 1 can aecount for their partiality to high-feafoned dithes, 
is the conitant ufe of falted provifions, Neceflity obliges them 
to lay up a ftore of dried fith, and falted meat, for the winter; 
and in fummer,.frefh meat and fith tafte infipid after them. 
To which may be added, the conftant ufe of fpirits. Every 
day, before dinner and fupper, even whilft the dithes are cooling 
on the table, men and women repair to a fide-table, and, to 
obtain an appetite, eat bread and. butter, cheefe, raw falmon, 
or anchovies, drinking a glafs of baandy. Salt fith or meat 
then immediately follows, to give a further whet to the 
ftomach. As the dinner advances, pardon me for taking upa 
few minutes to defcribe what, alas ! has detained me two or 
three hours on the ftretch obferving ; dith after dith is changed, 
in endlefs rotation, and handed round with folemn pace to 
each gueft: But fhould you happen not to like the firft dithes, 
which was often my cafe, it is a grofs breach of politeneis to 
afk for part of any other tillits turn comes. 





The LIFE of MORTIMER the PAINTER, 
OHN HAMILTON MORTIMER, a painter of un- 


common powers, cut off as he was approaching the me- 
ridian of his excellence, was born at Eaftbourne, in the county 
of Sufflex : His father was a colle€tor of the cuftoms at that 
port, who bore a moft refpectable character. There were 
four children ; John was the eldeft; his brother at this very 
time holds the place uncer government which belonged to his 
father; and the other two were daughters, Our painter 
caught a love for the art, which he afterwards profefled with 
fo much honour to himielf, from twovery remarkable circume 
ftances : —Before his eyes were conftantly fome drawings, by 
an uncle of the fame name, who, though he never rofe above 
mediocrity, lias yet left behind him fome works which will pre- 
ferve his name from oblivion, particularly the altar-piece at 
Aylefoury church*, and the portraits of Pat Alexander, and 
of an old woodman in that neighbourhood, As this man was 
an itinerant, his works are {till to be fo feen in feveral parts ot 
Great Briain, particularly in Yorkthire. 


9 Nor 


* The fubje& was the Lord’s Sepper ; Mortimer intended to 
have retouched it if he had furvived, 
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Nor was the young defigner at alofs for obje€ts on which 
to indulge his fportive fancy; for the peculiar fituation in 
which he was placed, occafioned him to obferve the pro- 
ccedings of that ferocious and cunning. tribe of men, the 
{mugglers, and led him to be very converfant with the wild 
fcenes of nature, and the terrific grandeur of the fea, in watch- 
ing their artful proceedings, that his parent might beft purfue 
thofe meatures which the duty of his office called upon him to 
fulfil. Relative affection might be faidto have produced the 
defire, and local circumftances to form the peculiar tafte, of 
one who, every where but in his paintings, poffefled mildnefs 
and urbanity of manners in thehigheft degree. Was nature, 
indeed, more liftened to than it is in the choice of a profeflion, 
we fhould not fo often have occafion to lament that dulnefs has 
admittance where genius alone fhould be found, and that 
genius herfelf had miftaken her aim,in choofing that avocation 
which too much tended to cramp her powers and clip her 
wings. Fromeducation young Mortimer received no great 
advantages, as it was merely that which his own, then objicure, 
village aftorded ; but, however, from being frequently in come 
pany with men of talents, he acquired a greater knowledge of 
the poets than is generally poflefled by perfons whofe purfuits 
do not abfolutely oblige trem to live on the fruits of their 
literary ftock. 

Contrary to the pernicious maxims which the moft cautious 
parents generally adupt, in dictating totheir children the walk 
of life in which they fhould tread, they whohad the happinefs 
of calling this child their own, fanned the rifing flame, and 
placed him for three years with Mr. Hudfon, giving a pre 
mium of 100). for that purpofe, having taken great delight in 
looking at thofe drawings which he had produced from time to 
time in copy-books, which they procured him for that purpofe, 
feveral of which are in the pofleffion of Knight C. of Shrop- 
thire. At Mr. Hudfon’s, he fucceeded Sir Jofhua Reynolds, 
and had for his fellow pupil Mr. Wright, of Derby; names 
which can never be mentioned without exciting agreeable 
emotions. Whil(t he was here, and fora confiderable time 
afterwards, he attended the Duke of Richmond’s gallery qf, 
which was, indeed, his fchool, and where his afliduity, his ex- 
ertions, and his opening powers were fo much noticed by 
Cipriani and the late Mr. Mofer, that they reprefented him 
fo javourably to the illuftrious nobleman, whole liberal fcheme 

might 


t Sce a note of Mr. Hayley in his Art of Painting, p. 94. 
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might be faid greatly to have contributed to the encourage. 
ment of young artifts (who, previous to that period, laboured 
under peculiar difcouragements, from which they are now in 
fome meatlure freed), that he wifhed very much to have re- 
tained him in his houfe, which offer he rejected on fome ac. 
count or other, 

When the artifts exhibited their pi@tures at Spring Gardens, 
he contended the palm with Hayman, who might have been 
ftyled the father of hiftoric painting in England, and bore it 
away, which was no fmall honour, when fuch were the com- 
petitors, The fubject was the Converfion of the Britons by 
St. Paul, and is now placed over the altar at the church of 
Chipping-W ycombe, for which purpofe it was retouched in 
1778, having been previoufly given by Dr. Bates, then of 
Mifienden, but now of Red-Lion Square, to whofe liberal 
communications the writer of this article is greatly indebted, 
and whofe heart will ever feel the manner in which that ob- 
ligation, as well as many others, was conferred. 

About this time, Mr. Mortimer refided at one Maronne’s,a 
bookfeller, under the Piazzas in Covent-Garden, where he 
contracted an intimacy with feveral that were diftinguifhed for 
the livelinefs of their parts, rather than from any folid pro- 
perties which they had to recommend them; and he fre- 
quently lamented that the courfe of life which he then purfued 
was extremely injurious to his health. He thén took a houfe 
in the church-yard of St. Paul’s, Covent-Garden, belonging 
to Mr. Langford the auctioneer, and refided in it feveral years, 
till he married Mifs Jane Thirfell at that church, and after- 
wards refided in Norfolk-ftreet, where his widow now lives. 
Never was aman more happy in fuch a connection, or a woman 
more miferable when death deprived her of him. They 
poflfied, in an uncommon degree, the fame turn of mind, 
brilliancy of fancy, and fmartnefs of repartee, accompanied 
with the utmoft cheerfulnefs of temper. Several times have 
I partaken of this feaft of reafon, and deeply regret that itis a 
banquet of which L am no longer called apon to partake. 

In 1774, he exhibited his Progrefs of Vice, taking Salvator 
Rofa for his his model, and at length greatly furpatied him. In 
his Progrefs of Virtue, which he drew as companion, he was 
not fo fuccefSful. It feldom happens that an after-thought 
will anfwer, for then is loft the vivid fire which gave the 
glowing feature to the whole, Tired of the diflipations to 
which he had been long accuftomed, and urged by Dr. Bates to 
fettle ata largehoufe belonging to that gentleman gg 
DUTY’ 
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bury, in Bucks, where was’ a very {pacious room, entirely 
calculated to thew his paintings to advantage, anda garden, 
from which was avery extenfive profpeét to be beheld, he 
cheerfully acceded to it as a refidence for the funimer months. 
While he was recovering his health and forming the tone of 
his mind anew, he cultivated with greater ardour than ever his 
bold defigns; and having been. introduced by his learned 
patron to five families in the neighbourhood, viz. Mr. Ken- 
yon’s, &c. at the Vatch Chalfant, St Giles’s, where Sir Hugh 
Pallifer now refides, Mr. Drake’s, of Chardiloes, Agmonde- 
fham, Coulfton Scottowe, Efq. late Colonel of the Bucks 
militia, the late Mr. Grubb, of Horfenden, and Lord le 
Defpencer, he painted as much in one year as amounted to 
gool. Nor did this retirement prove abortive in the higheft 
tenfe, for having once broken the charm, and betaken himfelf 
to practices more becoming a rational mind, his difcourfe now 
became decent and guarded, and his attendance on the dutics of 
religion very exact, and indeed, one that well knew him, ob- 
ferved, that religion feemed to have taken a very {trong hold of 
his mind, The larger works of tiis artift are fo well known, 
that a bare enumeration is fufficient, viz. 1. King John figning 
Magna Charta; 2. The Battle of Agincourt; 3. The 
Origin of Health ; 4. 12 Characters from Shakefpeare, and 
four reprefenting the Tragic and Comic Mufe, Poetry, and 
Painting; 5. Banditti, from Salvator Rofa; 6. A fet of 
Montters, which were defigned to contraft the horrible and the 
tender; 7. A group of Geniufesin caricature, viz. Jonnfon, 
Churchill, Goldfmith, &c. Asa portrait painter, he did not 
poflefs much excellence, Still life had not fufficient attraQions 
for his romantic mind ; he has, however, drawn feveral. Be- 
fides Mr. Drake’s family there are fome good portraits of Mr. 
and Mrs. Scottowe ; Mrs. Wells, wife of the Rev. John 
Weils, of Great Miffenden, in the poffeffion of her father, 
Jofeph Burnham Efq; Mrs. Mortimer, and Mrs, Pigott. 

He alfo affifted others, for tiie figures in Paton’s Sea Views, 
which were fent over tothe Emprefs of Ruffia, being repre- 
fentations of important viClories gained by her, were drawn by 
him. Jervafe frequently employed him, and, among other 
works, the defign of the Great Window at Salifbury cathedral 
isdone byhim. The lcifure moments of Mz. Mortimer were 
employed in drawing detig’:s for Bel! and others: Thofe which 
were prefixed to the firtt edition of Evelina were of his per 
formance. His cefigns are, indeed, pre‘esred to his paintings, 
by thofe whohave had an opportunity to examine both with 
Vor. XXVII, 684. 2M attention. 
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attention. The heat of genius was not cooled by flaying too 
long on the anvilof induftry; there are fome fine fketches till 
ia the poflefion of Dr. Bates ; one efpecially, of Mr. Ke- 
nyo::’s family, with the original fketch at the bottom of the 
paper. 

It was aftonifhing to obferve with what rapidity he wrought. 
Qaee | remem ber.to have been with him when he was en- 
gaged in painting the bat:le of Agincourt, and hardly could [ 
tell which to admire moft, the quicknefs with which his pencil 
wrought, or the energy of hisrematks. No man feemed lefs 
epniriqua of his own powers than himéelf, or lefs unwilling to 
encourage ott ers who had the finalleft pretenfions to eXe 
Pe Btn :fore he attempted any work of importance, he 
always pie fome time to the perulal of that author which 
would give him the moft information ; and, indeed, his con- 
verfation frequently turned on allufions to the polite writers, 
exprefled in the mioft forcible terms After the fketch had 
been drawn, he generally g gave himfeif fome reft, though he 
often applied to the drag-net by way of exercile. 

The career of this true devotee to Apollo terminated fooner 
and much more fuddenly than could have been wilbed. He 
ftayed at Aylefbury till about the clofe of the year, and went 
to Poadie as wellasufual. ‘The evening but one before he 
went up, I {upped at his houfe, in company with fome friends, 
and he feemed as cheerful as ever, and talked of writing his 
life in Hudibraftic verfe. Soon after, however, an alteration 
took place; he was feized with a violent fever, which preying 
upon a conititution already weak, carried him off ina few days, 
to the regret of ali that knew him. He was attended by two 
ficians; but, being defirous of feeing his old triend, Dr. B. 











phy 

he came 4p to him, and, alas ! had the pain to behold his lively 
triend give up the ghoit in bis arms. He died February 4y 
1779»: — 3% yeaisy ata time when envy was with lrawing ' 


her thafts an id the voice of truth was hcard with attention. 
He is deat, but his. memory lives in my heart; for there was 
that avout him, independent of his talents, which muft make 
an humble admirer of true worth and cultivated unde: {landing 


Fegres his lols. a | 
I am, olr, 
Your humble fervant, 


LIBRA. 
Bi ‘ es February 6, 1796. 
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Singular Inflance of a derogatory Marriage. 


A worthy fenfible Lord, fome years ago, had the mor- 
tification to hear that one of his daughters was married 
to his coachman, an honeft man, who had lived fome years in 
the family. 

As foon as his Lordfhip heard it, he fent for his daughter, 
and charged her with it. She fell on her knees, and confefled 
het crime. Her father, with great compofure, told her, he 
hoped fhe had confidered well before fhe took fo extraordinary 
a ftep, and fully determined to adapt her condu& and future 
life to the condition of her hufband, and. with this gentle ad- 
monition difmiffed her ; and John was fent for, who appeared 
before his Lord with all thofe tremblings and palpitations that 
became fo great a culprit. 

But his mafter foon told him, as his daughter was no girl, 
he thought her moft to blame in this affair, fince it muft be of 
her own promoting; and fince fhe could forget her birth, her 
education, and her fortune, and facrifice all to be his wife, he 
thought the temptation too great for him to withftand, and 
therefore, added this noble philofopher, I have fent for you to 
tell you what I will do, John. Becaufe you are my fon-in- 
law, think not I will attempt to make you what nature has 
forbid—a gentleman! No; I will take a proper houfe for 
you, give you two good coaches and a fet of horfes, with five 
hundred pounds to fet the wheels a-going; and let me hear 
that you behave like an honeft man and a good hufband. 

This couple lived near the Hayinarket, till a good old age. 
The man became rich, with a good character ; and the wife 
happy, and the mother of fix children. 


INTERESTING. TFRi A bh. 
COURT of CHANCERY, 
Mx NDAY, March 7° 
Fitts and Oruers v. REED. 
Caufe of a fingular nature was this day heard and 
XK determined by the Lord Chancellor at Lincoln’s Inn 
Hall. 
Ie was a fuit infituted by the plaintiffs, whe were members 


of a focicty or club held in Weftminftcr, confifting principally 
2M 2 of 
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of inhabitants who bad ferved the office of overfeer of the 
parith, to compel the defendant to reftore an ancient orna. 
mented tobacco-box belonging the club, and which had been 
in their pofleffion upwards of fourfcore years, 

It appeared in evidence that the tobacco-box in queftion 

‘ was, from its antiquity, ornaments, and other circumitances, 
held in high eftimation by the club, and that it was delivered 
to the defendant, according to the ufual cuftom, to be by him 
delivered tothe fuccceding fenior overfecr, for the ule of all 
the members of the focicty. 

The defeadant detained the box in his poffeffion with a view 
to compel the veltry (who were members of the club) to pay 
him certain fums'of money he had expended as overfeer. 

Mr. Mansfield, as Counfel for. the plaintiff, contended that 
the Court of Chancery was authorifed to interfere, and com- 
pel the defendant to deliver up this box. He paid feveral com- 
pliments to focieties of this defcription, which, he faid, were 
calculated to produce friendly intercourfe, and bind men to- 
gether by focial ties. —They were, he faid, very different from 
thofe political clubs which had for their object the overthrow 
of the government and conftitution, and which he hoped the 
Attorney-General had effe@ually (uppreffed, 

The Attorney-General on behalf of the defendants, con- 
tended, that the Chancellor ought not to interpofe in this cafe, 
fince it would furnifh a precedent to inteifere with refpe& to 
the difputes of all other clubs 

The Lord Chancellor, after hearing the whole of the ar- 
guments on both fides, ordered the tobacco-box to be rcftored 


’ 


to the club, and that the defendant pay the colts of the cayle, 


IF EVERY BODY WERE TO DO SO! 


Or. 7 INE FFICACY of ADVICE, 


SIR 
NS R, 

E> VERY perfon, who has fuch an opinion of his own wil- 

pe’ j * . ’ . ? ’ a kine 

5*, dom, as to dictate to others, will more o'ten feel a kind 

patiiication in the coniciouincis of having cifcharged 

\ Se ¢ ! . . ! s c nlae J 

what he conceives to be his duty, than anv Gegree of picature 

. - . ’ .- Ti 2 oe j 

the fuccets of his advice. Giving good counfel, indeed 
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away the praife we ufually beftow on thofe who recommend a 
better life, and give it to thofe who have the wifdom to follow 
it. This, indeed, might feem a little hard upon authors, but 
as the only purpofe of writing muft be to make mankind wifer 
and better, if this purpofe fhould be attained, the reward would 
be infinitely greater than the cold, empty praife beftowed upon 
the mere difplay of genius. 

Such are the reflections with which I have chofen to intro- 
duce this letter to you, Mr. Printer, as the purport of it is to 
fhow, perhaps what is not very new, that a maa who devotes 
his attention to the giving of good advice to otier-, may fome- 
times himfelf ftand in need of confolation, and that no perfon 
ought to fet out upon the reforming plan, without a very cone 
fiderable ftock of patience, and as fmall a quantity of anxious 
hopes and expe€tations as poilible. 

It would be 2 great faving of time and trouble to us ad- 
vifers, if the laws of the country were a little more extenfive, 
if they had more claufes in favour of good morals and 
wifdom, and lefs about other matters, which are not likely to 
occur in gentcel life, fuch as robbery, murder, {muggiing, and 
fo forth. It is to fupply this defect, that fo many worthy and 
well meaning gentlemen {pin out from their brains thofe admi- 
ravle precepts of human conduét, which mankind are fo une 
grateful as feldom to practice, even if they read them.—But 
to came to the point. 

There is *¢ one fin that eafily befets,”’ a very great propor- 
tion of my acquaintance, and to which confequentiy 1 have 
been induced to direct my principal atiention, I am forry ‘to 
add, to very lite purpofe. And this, Sis, is want of aeco- 
iomy. You would fcarcely believe how many unanfwerable 
arguments I have advanced upon this fubje&, and how often 
I have rolled conviction like thunder over the heads of my 
cpponents, while, ftrauge to tell, they remained immoveable 
andunfbaken. And all the anfwer 1 can get is—// eu 5 but if 
every body were to do fa! 

I lately called a nephew of mine toa very fevere account, 
for what I thought, from my years and experience, | was en- 
titled to call a moft inexcufeable picce of extravagance. 


Tais young dog basa place in a pudlic office, which brings 
him in nearly an hundred pounds a year, with ceriain perqui- 
fites, the amount of which] never could leari, for ke faid, what 
I believe to be true enough, he kept no account of them, 
H., forfooth, took it in his head to kccp ahorfe. In vain it 
was that I reprefented to bim that walking was the moft na- 
tural, and confequently the molt healthy exercife; that 1 could 
not 
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not conceive what bufine& he had out of London ona Sunday, 
farther off than he might reach by gentle walking 3 that 
horfes were very expenfive, and that as he could ufe his beat 
only once a week, he was paying a whole year’s keep for fifty. 
two days’ ule, and that, in thort, I was certain he could not 
afford ix. His anfwer was—/Vell; but if every body were ‘to 
da fa! 

Another young man, partly committed to my care, and whofe 
fortune, when he comes of age, will barely fuffice to place 
him out in fome decent Daily-advertifer-kind of bufinefs, has 
taken up the hopeful fafhion of giving dinners and fuppers to 
every idle fellow he meets in his walk, and as there are plenty 
of shat defcription, he boafts how on fuch a day, he had fix or 
eight friends to dine with him, and on fuch a night he gave 
cards and a fupper to a dozen of friends. You may pretty 
nearly guefs the advice I gave to this hopeful youth, but I 
could get nething from him more fatisfaQory than—/Vell ; but 
if every body were to ao fol 

There is a neighbour of mine, Mr. Timothy Scrip, for- 
merly a grocer, and a very fenfible kind of man, comings-in 
very great indeed. 

It was his misfortune to be appointed attorney to an old 
lady in the country who had fome property in the Bank, where 
he ufed to go half-yearly to receive her dividend, It ha appened 
one day, that dating g a violent rain he was detained longer than 
wfual under the dome. Whether the heat of the place, and 
the breaths of fo many grafping brokers, gaping for an eight 
percent. infected him, or whether he was bit by forme mad 
tpeeulator, I know not, but the confequence of for nething that 
happened that day was, that he immediately difpoted of his 
Shop, itock, and fixtures, at a very great lofs, and commenced 


dabbler in the funds, where his ony ty is melting away as 
hefe he fwallows gree- 


ert 
faft as new!paper reports can melrit. T 
dily, and buys or fells by the > fit a paper he fees. A thoulaod 
s bufinefs, 


1 ' = 
times have i told him that he ts totally unfie for hi 
end that intelligence which aff poflels, can be good for none in 
the way of fp ecu! on, but there 1s no pertuading him, for— 
rt: F ove hy Joy xg , /y fg pra 


In this manner, Sir, are a AL the benefits of my good advic 
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be as well if he did not frequent the playhoufe, nor go fo fre- 
quently to balls and affemblics, that it grieves me to hear people 
{peaking of what an excellent hand he is at whilt, while no man 
mentions his dexterity ata knotty text, and that if he paid 
fewer adorations to the ladies, and more toward the altar, he 
would actin a manner better becoming his profeifion, he in 
terrupts me witha laugh, anda fhake of the hand.—Well, 
well, my old friend, dut if every body were todo fa! 

Nay, what gave me very great uneafine(s lately, was the 
conductof Mrs, Arabella Gaylove, relict of my worthy friend 
Mr. Thomas Gaylove, of Spruce-hall, in the county of Effex, 
gentleman, a man whom I cannot think of without fincere 
regret. He was one of the few who took my advice. In- 
deed, I have obferved that all who did fo, are now gone toa 
bettcr world 5 as the epitaph fays, 


“¢ God takes the good, too good on earth to tay, 
“ And leaves the bad, too bad to take away.’ 


« Well, Sir, my honeft friend Tom appointed me one of 
his executors 3 his ‘widow is young, beautiful, and—will not 
long be a widow. Thinking myfelt privileged to {peak ina 
double character, both as the friend and executor of her huf- 
band, and 2$ an old well-wifher to herfelf, I could not help 
humbly hinting that her fituation was & delicate one; that it 
was not deemed by the world tn general very confiltent with 
a decent refpect for the deceafed, to give routs and appear at 
allemblies within a month after her hufband’s death; that 
fending the two children to be nurfed and educated ina diftane 
part o f the kingdom, was fomething like burying her hufband 
aiecond time; that i faw no reafon why fhe fhould leave the 
family-houfe in Effex, for a fplendid town refidence in Loa: 
don, and that (here I {poke very plain) I thought the ought te 
avoid every unneceflary expence, refide i in the country, fupcr- 
intend the educatton of her children, and the management of 
her eftate, and truft to Providence for future bleilings—I really 
belicve I went too far, for fhe repeated my laft words with an 
air of difdain. “ Truft to Providence tor future bleflings! 
Lord! if every body were to do fo !” 

I judge it quite unneceflary, Sir, to enlarge my catalogue of 
infance $3 because you have already enough to thew how un- 
fortunate I have been in my well-meant endeavours to ferve 
man and woman kind; and yet I have no doubt I thould have 
ui fome cafes been tolerably fuecefsful, had [ not been oppefed 
by 
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by the magic charm, which feems to be conveyed in thefe 
few words—if every body were to do fo! Ihave not the hoe 
nour of knowing who compofed this charm, nor can I analyze 
the ingredients fo accurately as to know in which of them the 
piincipal virtue lies. Every body, I fhould fuppofe, had very 
powerful effects, but the break -off in the fentence appears to 
be the place where the fovereign balfam lies, as we are told that 
in certain manufactories, fuch as fugar and {nuff, all the work 
men may fee the opefations until a certain procefs 5 there the 
fecret begins, and that is confided only to the mafter-proprie- 
tor, or a confidential deputy, who muft, as I am informed, give 
a {winging price to be admitted behind the curtain. I have lit- 
tle doubt that my friends, who know the fecret of the above 
charm, have paid handfomely for it, and cannot confequently 
be expected to impart it without a valuable confideration. 
Notwithftanding thefe difappointments, which I have me 
with, in common with many other good advifers, I do not, for 
my own part, nor would | wifh my brethren to defpair, or be 
difcouraged. There is an old prover:—It you throw much 
dirt, fome of it will ftick ; and1 fay, l.t us go on giving good 
advice, fome of it will be taken, if not by tnofe we give it to, 
perhaps by fome byc-{tander, to whom it may do more good, 
Roger Bacon tried a chemical experiment and failed, but be 
invented gunpowder. 
I am, Sir, &c. 
A. L. 





REFLECTIONS, 


REAT wants proceed from great wealth, and make 
riches almoft equal to poverty. We feel death but 
once; he who fears death, dies every time he thinks of it. 

Affectation difcovers fooner what one is,’ than it makes 
known wnat one would fain appzar to be, 

s2zinefs is a premature death. To be in no action is not 
to live. 

A mifer of fixty ycars old refufes himfelf neceffaries, that he 
may not want them when he is a hundred. Almoft all of us 
make ourfelves unhappy by too much forecatt. 

Nature does not accultom us to fuffer from our infancy, but 
in order to teach us to fuffer. 

The people moft attached to life are almoft always thofe 
who know leaft how to enjoy it. : 

9 AN 
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An ANECDOTE, 


HE Rev. Laurence Echard, the author of the Hiftory 
+ of England, during his refidence at Louth, in Lincoln 
fhire, ufed to ride every Sunday to his cure in the neighbours 
hood. One winter morning, a fhoemaker’s boy, carrying a 
pair of fhoes to the fame village where Echard was bound, 
overtook the ‘parfon, and bluntly afked him to take the fhoes 
for him, and deliver them to the farmer for whom they were 
made. The good-natured paftor readily accepted the com- 
miffion; but afterwards thouzht proper to ride after the boy, 
and afk him what he fhould do with the thoes if they did not 
fit? Why, then, meatter,”’ fays the other, “ bring them 
back again.” 





ORIGIN of th MAY-POLE, 


HE leifure days after feed time had been chofen by our 
Saxon anceftors for folk-motes, or conventions of the 
people. Not till after the Norman conqueft, the Pagan fettival 
of Whitiuntide fully melted into the Chriftian holiday of 
Pentecoft. Its original name is Wittentide, the time of choofs 
ing the Wits or Wife Men to the Wittena-Gemorte. It 
was confecrated to Hertha, the goddefs of peace and fertility; 
and no quarrels might be maintained, no blood fhed, during 
this truce of the goddefs. Each village, in the abfence of the 
baron at the aflembly of the nation, enjoyed a kind of Sature 
naliae The vailals met uponthe common green round the 
May-pole, where they elected a viilage-lord, or king, as he 
was called, who chofe his queen. He wore an caken, and fhe 
ahawthorn wreath, and together they gave laws to the ruftic 
fports during thefe fweet days of freedom. The May-pole 
then is the Englifh Tree of Liberty! Are there many yet 
ftanding ? 


Account of an ufeful Infirtution of the French. 


MONG the inftitutions favourable to the {peedy difper= 

fion of information, one has been called forth at Paris, 

by the political ftate, and diffufive culture of the people, which 
may deferve imitation in other countries. It is called in 
France a Cabinet de Leélure, or reading-fhop. Ali the ftreets 


Vor. XXVIII. 684. 2N of 














238 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER 


of Paris are fupplied with thefe rooms, fome on the grovnd- 
floor, fome, and thefe are moft quiet, above ftairs. The owner 
provides periodical publications, fuch as the principal newf- 
papers, magazines, reviews, annual regifters, &c. provides a 
ftanding library, confifting of maps, gazetteers, ftatiftical 
ditionaries, and of the more eminent political writings ; and 
provides all the pamphlets and hand bills of fhe time, with 
impartial profufion. 

Thefe fhops are open from eight in the morning until ten in 
the evening. ‘They are fhaded in fummer by blinds, warmed 
in winter by ftoves, and, at dark, are illuminated by Argand’s 
lamps. Defks and chairs are commodioufly arranged for the 
cuffomers. Tents, or moveable fhops of this kind, are oc« 
cafionally pitched in the Garden of Equality,in the Thuille- 
rics, in the Elyfian Fields, and in the groves of the Luxem- 
bourgh. Perfons are allowed to fubfcribe by the quarter, the 
month, weck, or day; and,in confequence of fuch fubfcrip- 
tion, can ufe, inthe room, any of the books with which it is 
furnifhed. The fthop-keeper, moftly a female, delivers them 
out. To a fingle fitting any one is admitted for two-pence, 
and may thus acquaint himfelf with the topics of the day, in 
the fpeeches and pamphlets of the leading public characters, 
A fmall expence is fufficient to found fuch a library, which 
moftly fupports itfelf with profit. It is common for thefe 
fhopkeepers to be in conneétion with fome principal bookfel- 
Jers, and to vend any of the articles expofed for perufal at a 
“price marked in the title-page. Neither coffee nor converfa- 
tion are admitted. Thete reading-rooms have done more to 
form the public mind of the Parifians than the converfations of 
the Caffe de Foi, the difputations of thé Jacobins, or even the 
galleries of the National Convention. Fhe proprietors vie 
with each other in the affected elegance of their defignations. 
One fthop calls itfeif the Altar of the Mufes, another the , 
Temple of Inftru@ion, a third the Cradle of Opinion, and a 
fourth the Coffin of Prejudice | 


A CHARADE, ty W. Hoare, of Dean Priare 


Y firft has the refpe& of every belle; 
My next is one of Pluto’s trainin Hell; 
My whole did once in fam’d Laconia rile, 
A terror to lurrouncing enemics. 


6 POETRY. 
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Milnah, after addreffing himfelf for fome Time to his Linnet, 


and admiring his Gratitude, laments the Want of Conftancy in 
his Miftre/s Fleris, who had forfaken him; and refalves to take 
his Bird, and depart for fome Defart, where he might end his 
Days in Quiet. 


H thou! whofe clear, harmonious, warbling throat, 
Chaunts forth thy melody in plaintive note, 
And into pity melts the gen’rous foul, 
Who views, compaffionate, thy deftiny, 
Within the wiry prifon faft confin’d ; 
Whofe only comfort is the fond concerns 
With which thou’rt fed and cherifh’d by thefe hands. 
Oh dear companion of my bitt’reft hours! 
Innocent captive! Witnels of my grief! 
The only friend my fad condition boatts ; 
For thee I'll range the fields and defart o’er, 
And cull the plantain greea, or woodbine fair, 
T’ alleviate the mis’ry thou muft feel, 
In being thas of liberty depriv’d ; 
And thou, in kind return for all my care, 
Will entertain me with a chearful fong. 


Far from the world, from dazzling * aaa far, 
With folitude and thee I'll ever dwell : 

Had gratitude like thine but half infpir’d 

My Fleris’ breaft, when o’er yon mountain’s brow 
I vow’d to her the paffion of my foul ; 

Or were her heart of fympathy fincere, 

Or pureft love, the feaft fuiceptible, : 

She ne’er wo "ld thus have left me in defpair, 

Nor from my fond embrace fo far have fled ; 

But this.remembrance of her bafe deceit 

Serves but t’ augment the anguifh that I feel. 

Oh could I view but once the angelic maid, 

With eagernefs her treachery to forgive, 

I’d run to meet, and claip her in my arms, 

And to my lips her tender bofom prefs. 


Oft have her fpeaking eyes with force divine 
Snatch’d from her filent lips this tender ftrain: 

“© Oh Milnah! She whom now thou wooft to love, 
‘© Lives but to be thy faithful other felf.” 

But now, alas! I fear the hour is far, 

Before that happy portion me betide. 


For 
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For female virtue, as the winds inconftant, 

Can flatter only—ceeper ftill to wound. 
Doubtlefs fome other youth (for tempting grace, 
Or fam’d exploits renown’d) her heart has won. 


If thus it be—Be this my pray’r to Heav’n— 

** May Fleris’ comfort far exceed the pain 

“¢ Herfelf has caufed to him who for her mourns. 

** Do thou, I pray, Omnipotence Divine ! 

*« Her errors pardon, and her faults o’erlook. 

‘* Bleftbe thy lot, Oh youth! whoe’er thou art, 

*¢ Be Fleris thine! May’ft thou with her enjoy, 

“© ‘The choiccit gifts the heavenly ftorehoufe yields ! 

«¢ May the beft bleflings of the fky defcend, 

*¢ And crown your growing years with health and peace!” 


Now to 2 lonely cell I’! bend my way, 
Where happinels, and God, and peace refide ; 
Far from the world, and its miftaken joys, 
‘Toend that | life Almighty Goodnels gave : 

w hich er my fav’ rite bird his notes thall bear, 
And with his ftrains my habitation blefs ; 
While Lin penfive contemplation ftand, 

And meditate « n nature’s works around ; 
Contented with the mercies Heaven beftows, 
And “perfect! y refign’d to all his will. 





S O :, ae E 4 


By Sir Henry Wotton. 


et meaner beauties of the night, 


Which poorly fatisfy our i. 
More by your number than your ligt 
Ye common pec ople of the fkies, 
What are ye when the fun dot h rife? 


Ye violets that firft appear, 
‘By your r pore p purple mantles known, 
Lik > proud virg1 ins of the year, 





he {pring were all your own, 
e you when the rofe is blown? 


Ye curious chanters of the wood, 

‘I bj jame Nature’s lays, 
Thinking your pafflioas underitood 

yj ents, what’s your praife, 
When Philowici her voice doth raife ? 





So, when my miltrefs fhall be feen 
In fweetneis of her looks and mind ; 

By virtues fi ty then choice, a Queen, 

Teli me, if the was not defizn n’d 

h’ eclip{e and glory of her kind? 










































